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Connect with us online at
friendsinc.net 

or on Facebook 
@MadisonFriendsInc

Friends, Inc. is a non-profit agency serving 
Huntsville and Madison County. Through caring 
volunteers, we provide support and assistance to 
the seriously ill and disabled in our community. 
Friends, Inc. was founded in 1998 by a small 
group of volunteers who recognized that many 
patients and families dealing with these issues 
have inadequate support and lack resources.

Over the years, we have grown to more than 80 
volunteers and three part-time staff members. 
We continue to find many who need the loving 
care of another person to help meet their needs. 
Our compassionate volunteers offer emotional, 
physical, and spiritual support to help patients 
and their families. 

Jan Brewer
Executive Director

Debbie Davis
Program Coordinator

ABOUT US

OUR MISSION:  
to provide support 
to patients with 
serious illnesses 
or disabilities, 
enabling them 
to maintain their 
independence 
through caring 
volunteers.

As a Friends, Inc. volunteer, I have the privilege of meeting many interesting people. In our short 
rides to their respective appointments, we talk about a lot of things…how they are doing, their 
families, and even the weather (too hot or too cold). 

One day, I was asked to take a patient to a very different destination: the funeral home! This man, 
Mr. Maury Bahan, who was 100 years old, had actually outlived his caregiver and wanted to 
pay his last respects. It was an honor to drive Mr. Bahan that day. I asked him to tell me about 
himself, and he never stopped talking. He was an Air Force pilot, flying the B-17 in 13 missions 
over Europe during WWII. After leaving the military, he worked as a salesman, taught school, 
coached basketball, and then became an engineer. 

That was truly a day to enjoy that I will never forget. Had it not been for Friends, Inc., I might 
have never met this remarkable man!

TABLE OF CONTENTS

Dudley Brewer  
Friends, Inc. volunteer
(pictured on cover)

Kim Houser
Patient Navigator

Proud member of the
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20,163 miles

The term of office for the Board of Directors is a three-year term. Officers may 
serve consecutive terms as agreed upon by the Board and nominated officers. The 
Friends, Inc. Board of Directors is scheduled to meet bi-monthly. They met on the 
following dates: 2/8/2023, 4/12/2023, 7/2/2023, 9/6/2023, 11/1/2023, 12/6/2023.

•	Transportation to medical 
appointments and cancer  
treatment centers 

•	Emotional and  
spiritual support

•	Errand assistance

•	Respite care for caregivers

•	A wheelchair- 
accessible van

•	Resource referrals

•	“HappyMail”

•	Porch visits

•	Phone-a-Friend outreach

•	Yard work

•	A durable medical 
equipment lending closet 
and food pantry

83 dedicated, trained, and caring volunteers

There are several reasons I volunteer. My grandfather taught me to always try 
and help others when I could. I enjoy meeting people and find joy in knowing 
that I am providing a service to someone. Our clients have ministered 
to me through their wisdom and selfless attitudes as they deal with 
whatever they might be going through. Our patients are thankful 
for the time that you give them. They keep me from being selfish 
because when I think I have something to complain about, I 
think about those who never complain!

I believe that The Lord gave me a servant’s spirit, and I truly 
enjoy helping others.

Giving back has always been 
part of Friends, Inc.’s DNA.  
It is a commitment that shapes 
our relationships with our 
patients and could not be done 
without the support of our 
community. I am humbled to 
be part of an organization that 
ministers to the needs of this 
often forgotten group of people. 
I am immensely grateful for 
the generosity of community 
groups, faith-based and civic 
organizations, volunteers, 
donors, and other non-profit 
agencies that join hands with 
us daily. Friends, Inc. has the 
opportunity to meet the needs 
of two groups of people: those 
who want to volunteer to give 
back to our community and 
those who need our services. 
Thank you for your  
continued support.

May you always have love to 
share, health to spare, and 
Friends that care.

OUR LEADERSHIP

“  Jan Brewer 
Executive Director

Rusty Stiles
SmartBank
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2023 BOARD OF DIRECTORS  

Jane Diamantis 
Advocate &  

Community Volunteer

V
ice President

Stacey Condron 
Fitness for Life
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Greg Burgess
Lanier Ford Shaver  
& Payne
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Sam Barnes
CompuFram

Julie Andrzejewski
THTBC 

COMMUNITY IMPACT

2023 VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR   
JAMES E. STARKS, SR

OUR YEAR IN NUMBERS
Over 3,000 support services were made possible in 2023 by

who donated

and

of their time to provide

1,675 hours

Elaine Wales
Electical Engineer

Richard Hartz
Retired

Beth Griggs
NASA 

James Starks  
Retired Utility Supervisor

Kavitha Hichkad
Anglin Reichmann 
 Armstrong, P.C.

Afton DeLucca
Alport Syndrome Foundation

Judy Wilson
Advocate &  
Community Volunteer
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Whitesburg Christian 
Academy played a crucial 
role by purchasing items and 
assembling 110 goody bags for 
our patients.

Handsfree Workcamp 
demonstrated their dedication 
by performing yardwork  
and pressure washing for 
several patients.

Eagle Scouts Troop 201 
showcased their skills by 
widening a patient’s doorway 
for his wheelchair.

Community Donations

Community Donations

Volunteer In-Sevice

Bags of Blessings

Be a Santa to a Senior

101 Birthday Celebration

Volunteer Appreciation

Volunteer In-Service

We received Lenten donations from 
the parishioners at Good Shepherd 

Catholic Church.

VOLUNTEER SERVICES THE COMMUNITY TOGETHER

Friends, old and new, enjoyed Friends, Inc.’s 
25th Anniversary celebration brunch! 

“One in a Melon: Volunteering with 
Empathy” presented by Brandi Ivey, M. Ed.

This year, we celebrated Mrs. Ida Mae Shipman’s 101st birthday.  Her 
volunteer, Mrs. Mildred Lancaster, is always by her side as they lift each 

other’s spirits at their weekly friendly visits. 

Betty and Phil Bentley 
were among the volunteers 
who made deliveries to more 
than 75 patients in November.

More than 70 patients received gifts 
from this community project.

“LoveUary” was presented by Brandi Ivey, M.Ed., and gift 
bags were delivered to more than 100 patients. 

Our vans hold immeasurable value to the families they serve. They have become vessels of hope, 
enabling precious moments and granting access to vital medical care. 

In 2023, Friends, Inc. acquired 
a new 2022 Chrysler Voyager 
equipped with an FR conversion 
kit. This van features a lowered 
floor for easier access, increased 
headroom, and secure tie-downs 
for two wheelchairs. It will allow 
our volunteers to transport two 
patients at a time, opening doors 
to new experiences and fostering  
a greater sense of community. 

2023 BIG NEWS: FRIENDS, INC. ACQUIRED A NEW VAN   
ENABLING OUR VOLUNTEERS TO DO EVEN MORE

Murphy Homes modeled servant 
hearts by filling our pantry with 
non-medical supplies.

OTHER SERVICE PROJECTS
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AUTUMN EVENING CURBSIDE  KEY ANNUAL FUNDRAISING EVENT

Ms. Becky Alley 
Ms. Julie Andrzejewski 
Mrs. Martha Andrzejewski 
Anglin Reichmann Armstrong 
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Applegate 
Mrs. Shirley Ashburn 
Mrs. Sidney Bailey 
Ms. Louise Baird 
Mr. and Mrs. Ken Barfield 
Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Barnes 
Mrs. Suzanne Barnes 
Mrs. Madeleine Barrs 
Mrs. Sara Batson 
Ms. Margaret Batson 
Mrs. Kathy Bazzell 
Mrs. Linda Bearden 
Mr. and Mrs. Tim Bell 
Ms. Laura Beltran 
Ms. Mackie Bethay 
Mrs. Marilyn Bethune 
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Bevis 
Mrs. Margaret Bibb 
Mr. and Mrs. Roger Bishop 
Blackbaud Giving Fund 
Mr. David Blankenship 
Ms. Hannah Boon 
Mrs. Eloise Boon 
Mr. and Mrs. William Bowen 
Mr. and Mrs. Hugh Brady 

Ms. Jana Brazelton 
Mrs. Betty Brewer 
Mrs. Charlotte Brodowski 
Mr. and Mrs. J.R. Brooks 
Ms. Kim Broyles 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Bryant 
Ms. Pam Buck 
Mrs. Nancy Burg 
Mrs. Carol Burgess 
Ms. Robbie Burlison 
Mrs. Andrea Butcke 
Mr. and Mrs. Jason Bybee 
Ms. Rena Cambell 
Mrs. Kay Campbell 
Mr. and Mrs. Clay Carnes 
Ms. Beverly Carr 
Mr. and Mrs. David Carstens 
Ms. Rosie Carter 
Mr. and Mrs. Ron Carter 
Mrs. Rita Casey 
Cepeda Systems 
Mrs. Brooke Chandler 
Mr. and Mrs. Bill Chandler 
Mrs. Diana Christenson 
Mrs. Kristi Christopher 
Ms. Jeri Clayton 
Dr. and Mrs. Orval Corfman 
Corfman Chiropractic 
Cosmopolitan Club

Ms. Mary Cotton 
Mrs. Monica Couch 
Mrs. Heike Covell 
Mrs. Mary Cramer 
Mr. and Mrs. William Crowder 
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Curtis 
Mr. and Mrs. Jim Daniel 
Mr. and Mrs. Mike Davis 
Mrs. Carol Ann Dean 
Mr. and Mrs. Ray Deep 
Mrs. Afton DeLucca 
Mrs. Mary Dickerson 
Mr. and Mrs. Russell Dinwiddie 
Mrs. Leeta Dover 
Ms. Melanie Drenning 
Mr. and Mrs. Dwayne Duke 
Dunnagan Yates & Alison 
Mr. David Eatmon 
Mrs. Doris Elkins 
Ms. Anita LaToree Elliott 
Mr. and Mrs. David Ely 
Mr. and Mrs. Chip Enlow 
Ms. Laura Ernzen 
Mr. and Mrs. Joe Essner 
Mr. and Mrs. Joel Essner 
Mr. and Mrs. Joe Estes 
Dr. Heather Estopinal 
Dr. and Mrs. Noel Estopinal 
Ms. Vicki Eversmeyer 

FUNDRAISING

7TH ANNUAL FUNDRAISING EVENT  NO SHOW GALA

Platinum Sponsors
Clearview Cancer Institute 
Bentley Automotive Group

Silver Sponsors
Anglin Reichman Armstrong, P.C. 

Aero Thermo Technology, Inc.
Redstone Federal Credit Union 

Torch Technologies

2023 CONTRIBUTORS

James Cecil and Margaret G. Ashburn Foundation Grant

Friend of Friends, Inc.

Tinker Murdock Family Fund

Dr. & Mrs. Thomas Griffith

SUSTAINER $10,000 AND ABOVE

SUPPORTING $1,999 AND BELOW

Funds raised: 
$15,875.04

Funds raised:  
$53,657.95

BENEFACTOR $2,000 - $9,999

Mr. and Mrs. Phil Bentley

Bentley Family Fund

Bentley Automotive

The Episcopal Church of the Nativity

Clearview Cancer Institute

Mr. Deke Damson

Dr. and Mrs. James McMurray

Mr. and Mrs. Don Pittman

Funds raised: $1,343
ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST CATHOLIC CHURCH  TidalWave

Presenting Sponsor
Friend of Friends, Inc.

Gold Sponsor 
Damson Automotive

Bronze Sponsors 
Cepeda Systems & Software Analysis, Inc.

Dr. & Mrs. Thomas Griggs
H.C. Blake & Company

Huntsville Hospital
Dr. & Mrs. Peter Loux

SmartBank
Mr. & Mrs. Jim Vann

Ms. Elaine Wales

Media Sponsor
Data Pro

Mr. and Mrs. Greg Richard

Mr. Thomas Robinson

Shannon Donor Trust Fund

Spectrum Solutions

The Estate of John F. Jones Jr. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Thompson

Mr. and Mrs. Mike Tilly

Mrs. Cathy White
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2023 Supporting Contributors con’t...
Mr. and Mrs. Gene Ezell 
Mrs. Susan Field 
Mrs. Carole Finch 
Dr. and Mrs. Dick Finch 
Dr. Tobin Fisher 
Mrs. Emily Flynn 
Mrs. Kathy Forsythe 
Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Francisco  
Mrs. Kathryn Frasier 
Mr. and Mrs. Armand Fux 
Mrs. Kim Gallo 
Mrs. Peggy Galloway 
Garrett Tennis Academy 
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Gill   
Mr. and Mrs. Jim Gillespie 
Mrs. Kelly Godwin 
Mr. and Mrs. Jim Goforth 
Mrs. Linda Graben 
Ms. Renee Graham 
Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Graham 
Ms. Rebecca Graham 
Mrs. Mary Gray 
Mrs. Jo Gray 
Mr. and Mrs. Cecil Green 
Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Green 
Ms. Beth Griggs 
Dr. and Mrs. Thomas Griggs 
Mr. and Mrs. Joe Grobmyer 
Mr. and Mrs. David Guy   
Mr. and Mrs. Buddy Guynes 
H.C. Blake and Co. 
Mr. and Mrs. Ron Hallman 
Mrs. Paulette Hamblin 
Mr. and Mrs. George Harsh 
Mr. Rich Hartz 
Mr. and Mrs. David Hasley 
Ms. Julia Hawk   
Ms. Yvonne Hawkins 
Mrs. Becky Heffelfinger 
Mr. and Mrs. Brian Henson 
Mr. and Mrs.  William Herrin 
Mr. Lyn Herring 
Ms. Karen Hill 
Mr. and Mrs. Toney Hill 
Mrs. Chris Hinson 
Mrs. Molly Holaway 
Ms. Dee Holmes 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Holt 
Mrs. Joanne Horn 
Ms. Peggy Huddleston 
Dr. and Mrs. Tracy Hudson 
Mrs. Cynthia Hughes 
Mrs. Marianne Huie 
Huntsville Hospital 
Mr. and Mrs. Craig Igo 
Mr. and Mrs. Lew Ingalls 
Mrs. Debbie Ivey  
Ms. MaryAnn Jayroe  
Ms. Patricia Jefferson 
Mr. Roman Jennings 
Mr. and Mrs. Johnny Johnson 

Mr. and Mrs. Roger Jones 
Mrs. Maya Kambeyanda 
Mrs. Susan Kelly 
Mr. and Mrs. Andy Kimbrough 
Dr. and Mrs. Denton Kimbrough 
Dr. and Mrs. Claude Kinzer 
Mr. and Mrs. Larry Knothe 
Ms. Mikayla Kockler 
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Kowallik 
Ms. Mary Krothapalli 
Mr. and Mrs. Shelby Kurzius 
Mrs. Linda Kyle 
Ms. Cay Lambert 
Mrs. Mildred Lancaster 
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Lanza 
Mr. and Mrs. Troy Layton 
Ms. Teresa Ledbetter 
Mrs. Doris Levinson 
Mr. Peter Levy 
Mr. Curtis Lewis  
Mrs. Kerry Lewter 
Mrs. Karen Limperis 
Mrs. Judith Link 
Ms. Linda Lockhart 
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Lofgren 
Lon’s Plaza II LLC 
Mr. James Looney 
Dr. and Mrs. Peter Loux 
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Lowe 
Mr. and Mrs. Douglas Madison 
Mrs. Jo Ann Malcolm 
Mr. and Mrs. Clifton Mann 
Mrs. Johnna Mann 
Mr. and Mrs. Gary Markham 
Ms. Mary Elizabeth Marr 
Mrs. Carol May  
Mrs. Carmen Maynard 
Mr. and Mrs. George McCanless 
Ms. Lynda McCord 
Ms. Lydia McDonald 
Ms. Jenny McGuire 
Mr. and Mrs. Conrad McRight 
Mr. and Mrs. James Miller 
Mr. and Mrs. Rex Mills 
Mr. and Mrs. Ron Mitchell 
Mrs. Trudy Moore 
Mr. and Mrs. Ricky Morris 
Ms. Virginia Navarro 
Ms. Pam Nolan 
Mrs. Sally Noori 
Mrs. Martha Norris 
Mr. and Mrs. Ricky Norton 
Mrs. Bobbie Norville 
Mrs. Susan Nyhus 
Ms. Nuray O’Connell 
Mrs. Quin Ogden 
Ms. Charlotte Park 
Mr. and Mrs. Christopher Parker 
Mrs. Cynthia Parsons 
Mrs. Pam Patrick 
Ms. Laurie Patrick 

Ms. Sara Beth Patterson 
Ms. Patricia Patterson 
Ms. Julie Patton 
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Peck 
Mr. Eric Perkinson 
Mr. and Mrs. Jonathan Pittman 
Mr. and Mrs. John Porter 
Mr. and Mrs. Bill Porter 
Mr. and Mrs. Ron Poteat 
Mrs. Mary Lee Prout 
Mr. and Mrs. Mike Ragoza 
Mrs. Jessica Ramsey 
Ms. Laura Rau 
Redstone Federal Credit Union
Mr. Robert Reynolds 
Mr. and Mrs. Dane Richardson 
Mr. and Mrs. Bob Rieder 
Mr. and Mrs. Robbie Roberson 
Mrs. Nell Roberts 
Ms. Sheryl Roche 
Mr. and Mrs. David Rodgers 
Mrs. Melissa Rowe 
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Russell 
Dr. and Mrs. Calame Sammons 
Ms. Joanne Sanders 
Mr. and Mrs. Eugene Sapp  
Mrs. Sarah Jane Scheiman 
Mr. and Mrs. William Schrenk 
Mrs. Kay Scott 
Mrs. Linda Seidler 
Mrs. Kate Shaver 
Mr. Dan Shedroff 
Ms. Sabrina Simon 
Mr. and Mrs. Denny Sissom 
SmartBank 
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Smeltzer 
Mr. and Mrs. Brent Smith 
Mrs. Patty Smith 
Mrs. Linda Smith 
Mrs. Sally Smith 
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Smith 
Dr. and Mrs. Kelly Smith 
Mrs. Lori Smith 
Mrs. Patricia Sowder 
Mr. Luke Spears 
St. Luke Christian Church 
Mr. and Mrs. Rodney Steger 
Ms. Terese Stevens 
Mr. Roy Stewart 
Mrs. Casey Stowe 
Mrs. Leesa Stroud 
Mrs. Sherry Stutts 
Mrs. Kathy Sutton 
Mr. and Mrs. Anne Swaim 
Mr. and Mrs. Noel Tallon 
Mrs. Roberta Tatum 
Ms. Sue Taylor 
Ms. Jean Templeton 
Mrs. Sue Terrell 
Mrs. Laine Thomas 
Mrs. Ruth Thompson 

FINANCIALS

Ms. Edith Toney 
Torch Technologies 
Ms. Janice Turner 
Mrs. Sue Underwood 
Mrs. Sandra Vallely 
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Van Valkenburgh 
Mr. and Mrs. Jim Vann 
Mrs. Margaret Vann 
Ms. Jan Vencill 

Mrs. Elizabeth Vest 
Ms. Elaine Wales 
Mr. and Mrs. Craig Walker 
Mr. and Mrs. Brad Walker 
Mrs. Linda Wallace 
Ms. Harriet Westra 
Mr. Melvin William 
Ms. Wendy Wilson 
Mr. and Mrs. Steve Wilson 

Mr. and Mrs. Dave Wilson 
Ms. Nancy Woodall 
Mrs. Emilia Woodfin 
Mrs. Cindy Wortman 
Ms. Carolyn Wright 
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Yokley 
Mr. and Mrs. Russell Yokley 
Mr. and Mrs. Henry Younes 
Mr. Dale Young 

ASSETS

LIABILITIES & EQUITY

$417,271.26

$417.271.26

CURRENT ASSETS
FIXED ASSETSLIABILITIES

EQUITY

Regions Investment Solutions $6,978.44

Regions - Commercial MM $137,085.29
Computer & Equipment $17,303.75

Vehicle $62,613.26

Net Income $60,036.30

Retained Earnings $355,788.38

$415,824.68

$1,446.58

Payroll Tax Liabilities $1,446.58

Regions - Checking $38,830.38

Symetra Life Insurance Company $175,000

Accumulated 
Depreciation
-$20,539.86

$357,894.11
$59,377.15

2023 Supporting Contributors con’t...
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2023 ANNUAL REPORT
PUBLISH DATE: APRIL 2024TH
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